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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

“Sharing the  

Ointment  

for Jesus’ Feet,           

Giving God  

our Very Best”  
Cf. John 12:3                                   

Our mission statement: 

Celebrating God’s love  

by worshipping God, 

caring for each other,  

and serving in community. 
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BERGY’S BABBLE:  FATHER FORGIVE ... 

Passover: 4 B.C…….Jewish rebels revolted against Herod the 

Great’s successor, Archelaus.  His troops killed 3000.   They gathered again 

that year at the feast of Pentecost, suffered great slaughter, and watched the 

temple burn and its treasures being looted.  Patriotic Jews captured Seppho-

ris, capital of Galilee.  Varus, governor of Syria, responded on Rome’s    

behalf by crucifying 2000 rebels and selling 30,000 Jews into slavery. Of 

those dismal days, the historian Josephus comments, “It was then common 

to see cities filled with dead bodies…unburied.” Child Jesus saw this and 

knew palpable fear. 
 

As far as the Romans were concerned, the Chief Priests were respon-

sible for keeping order, and were held accountable for outbreaks of civil dis-

turbance. If ‘King Jesus’ was going to start a riot or a rebellion, Pilate would 

have wasted no time investigating why the chief priests had not known 

about this….why they had not acted swiftly,  why they had not arrested ring

-leaders, punished them and handed them over. 
 

It is in this terrifying context that we read of the trial of Jesus. While 

we view this occasion through a thin veneer of hallmark  theology, trying to 

assign blame to the proper culprits, the fact is that Jesus, human and God, 

was ground into dust by the juggernaut of empire. The only thing that mat-

tered to anyone involved was whether or not Jesus constituted a threat to 

public safety and order, and if so how to handle it in the most expeditious 

manner possible.   
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… /// …  Bergy’s Babble:  Father Forgive … 

 

 Rebel or not, Jesus had no defense. The crowd had proclaimed him 

king. Just moving around in Jerusalem he attracted crowds.  He was front 

and center at a temple demonstration: something to do with the money-

changers and a disruption of the economic flow of that day. Important     

people lost money because of his behavior.  The word from Rome is, “If you 

don’t fix it, we’ll fix you.” 
 

“Father forgive them.”  Who exactly is the object of this gracious 

intercession?  The soldiers? They had no choice in the matter and no stake 

in the outcome. Just doing a job.  The Romans?  How do you keep order at 

such a distance from the capitol, in a hotbed of terroristic violence?  The 

disciples?  Where were they?  Couldn’t they have stepped up and helped at 

the trial? The Passover pilgrims? Didn’t they know demonstrations would 

be dealt with harshly?  The Sanhedrin? They were correct in considering the 

best for besieged Israel.  We make them out to be awful, evil, petty,        

conniving, vengeful children.  And they were righteous, holy, deep thinking,      

intelligent, balancing-the-facts-and-the-bottom-line, mature judges of a    

nation being incrementally destroyed to their horror and dismay. 
 

What amazes me about this whole scene is that everybody did exact-

ly, the only thing they could do under these circumstances.  And history 

converged on the body of Jesus like a hammer on an anvil.  It is a crushing 

scene of historical and political tensions.  It was an inescapable scene of  

inevitability that only God could redeem and forgive.  It was nobody’s fault.  

It was everybody’s fault. 
 

There is plenty of blame to go around for this mess.  Just a few facts 

and a little bias and you can pick your favorite antagonist, and then gra-

ciously and with a big heart ask God to forgive them. The morality play will 

continue.  The bad guys will be obligated to the good guys and will feel   

appropriately remorseful (we hope) and evil will be forever smashed into 

submission by the perpetual perp walk of the persecutors of Jesus.  We can 

blame those folks all the way to eternity and self-righteously and smugly 

bask in God’s warm fuzzy holiness and our generosity in witnessing and 

identifying with it.  
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… /// …  Bergy’s Babble:  Father Forgive … 

 

 Is this a petty Jesus we believe in, who covers a big condemnatory 

whine with a grandiose exculpatory forgiveness? 
 

Maybe it is simpler, more personal.  Father forgive us for we know 

not what we do.  How about that?  Do you know all the consequences rever-

berating down through history, of the next infinitesimally small decision or 

action you take?  We effect the future with every breath. 
 

 As I reflect on some of the best deeds and decisions that I have ever 

been involved in: deeds that were totally justified and absolutely necessary, 

deeds that conformed to the letter of the law and its spirit, deeds backed by 

the approval of friends and authorities, deeds done with the affirmation of 

scripture, deeds balanced by the proper ingredients of caring love, tough 

love and political correctness…..as I reflect on those wonderful accomplish-

ments, I can see in retrospect that they may have caused pain somewhere, 

some disorder in God’s perfect creation, some distortion of God’s will due to 

some mishap of mine. 
 

 Every kind word of advice had an ‘I told you so’ buried in it. Every 

friendly cooperation had a kernel of competition. Every altruistic sacrifice 

had a devilish imp of self-interest along for the ride. Every dramatic surren-

der to God’s will was just another example of self-will run riot. 
 

 Maybe I’m not aware of all that I do.  Maybe you aren’t either. 

Thank God for Jesus’ intercessory prayer rumbling through the centuries, an 

open door of forgiveness for our retrospective repentances. 
 

 We miss the point if we pick out our favorite villain to generously  

forgive.  The only reason we can spot the villain is because his motives and 

behavior awaken the painful awareness of our own villainy. This is much 

larger than villain-spotting. 
 

 This is a cosmic battle being fought on the cross: A battle for the     

future of the human race, in fact for the whole universe. It is a contest of the 

best of Human Will versus God’s Will.   
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… /// …  Bergy’s Babble:  Father Forgive … 

 

On this day, sadly, it appears that  human will is going to win.  Jesus will 

mediate and absorb the onslaught of human will into God’s will.  The out-

come is uncertain.  In the minds of the frightened participants in that day, 

the annihilation of the universe was a distinct possibility.  The day of vigil 

between Good Friday and Easter was not waiting for the Resurrection.    

Nobody considered that possibility.  No disciple committee waited at the 

tomb to greet Jesus on Sunday morning.  The vigil was waiting for the end.  

The Big End.  The end of history, of everything, forever. 

 Wow, what an amazing God….to defer his will….to allow free    

human will to play itself out all the way to its logical, ugly, fearful, murder-

ous conclusion:  A man suspended between earth and sky. God’s will      

suspended between chaos and creation. 

 It doesn’t happen just once on Good Friday.  It plays out every     

moment of every day…..my will or God’s will.  The stakes are higher than 

we can imagine.   
 

 Jesus’ intercession on the cross is the only thing that stands between 

us and the abyss of disintegration into chaos. It still is, moment by moment, 

the only strand that makes life, consciousness and love possible.  The Rever-

end Jonathon Edwards was right.  We hang by the thinnest of threads over 

the pit.  That unbreakable titanium thread is Jesus’ will, his words, his love.  

“Father forgive them for they simply don’t know what they’re doing.”  

Amen. 

 See you in worship …………………..  BERGY 

WORKDAY 
 

A workday is scheduled on Saturday, March 28, 2015, starting at 9:00 a.m.  

Please see the task list posted on the Building & Grounds Bulletin Board in 

the FLC. Look them over and if you can help come prepared to work.  

Thanks!                                                                                             Stan Crick 
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COUNCIL MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 8, 2015 
 

Present were Pastor Jim Berggren, AIM Karen Davidson, Wayne Schaper,  

Wendy Lambeth, Mike Appling, Warren Schick, Ann Larson, Nancy 

Beamesderfer, Rosie Haas, Fredda Yurk and Marilyn Flick.  Pastor Arroyave 

joined after the Spanish service.  Absent was Ernesto Lopez. 
 

The meeting opened with prayer.  Minutes from the January meeting were read 

and, with several corrections, were approved.  The Treasurer's report was       

reviewed and approved. 
 

Pastor Jim conducted one funeral (Joe Firth) and will officiate at five weddings 

during the month of February (Cassie Walker at Holy Cross).  He will confirm 

Meg Schomburg, Meredith Schomburg and Joe Lambeth on February 18, with a 

reception to follow in the Fellowship Hall after worship. 
 

AIM Karen distributed information re: Synod Assembly in Houston on April 

16—18, 2015.  Holy Cross needs 3 delegates to attend. 
 

Congregational meeting set for March 8, 2015 immediately following 9:30 wor-

ship service.  A proposed slate of officers will be presented and voted on at the 

meeting. 
 

Plans have been submitted regarding a proposed expansion of the Food Pantry 

facility located at Holy Cross Lutheran Church.  Council voted to present this 

proposal at the Congregational meeting for approval. 
 

A mailing has been sent to neighborhoods around Holy Cross giving infor-

mation regarding Lenten and Easter worship services. 
 

New worship service schedule will continue (English at 9:30 a.m., Spanish at 

11:00 a.m.) 
 

Children from the Early Learning Center will sing during the 9:30 service on 

February 22; a reception in the Fellowship Hall will follow worship. 
 

Next Council meeting set for March 22, 2015 at 11:30 a.m.  Motion made and 

seconded to adjourn.  Meeting closed with Lord's Prayer. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Marilyn Flick, Secretary 
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LENTEN SERVICES IN 2015 
 

Lenten Service Wed. March 04    12:00 noon 

   Meal in the FLC following the service 
  

Lenten Service Wed. March 11    12:00 noon 

   Meal in the FLC following the service 
 

Lenten Service Wed. March 18    12:00 noon 

   Meal in the FLC following the service 
 

Lenten Service Wed. March 25    12:00 noon 

   Meal in the FLC following the service 
 

Palm Sunday  March 29  9:30 a.m.  English    

               11:00 a.m.  Spanish 
 

Maundy Thursday April 2 6:00 p.m.  Table Communion —FLC 

     And procession to the Sanctuary for  

     the Stripping of the Altar. 
 

Good Friday  April 3 7:00 p.m. English  — WC 

     7:00 p.m. Spanish  — FLC 

Saturday Informal 

Service   April 4 6:00 p.m. — AT (Atrium) 
 

Easter Sunday  April 5 7:00 a.m.  Easter Sunrise Service 

     8:00 a.m.  Easter Breakfast 

     9:30 a.m.  Easter Traditional English Service 

              11:00 a.m.  Easter Traditional Spanish Service 
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COUNCIL MEETING 
 

March 22, 2015 
  

at 11:30 a.m. in the Annex. 
 

Church Council 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church Congregational Meeting will be                      

Sunday, March 8, 2015 at 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary. 
 

Thank you, Wendy Lambeth 

Council President 

FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
 

The Friendship Club will be taking a tour of the Painted Churches and the 

Polka Museum 3/31. Transportation will be provided by precinct 3. Lunch 

will be at the Smoke House. The cost will be $14.00 per person; this will 

cover the cost of the Painted  churches tour and docent. Make your reserva-

tion with Madelyn Price (713-462-3682) to ensure a seat on the bus. We will 

leave Holy Cross at 8:00 a.m. (please plan to arrive at least by 7:30 a.m. to 

fill out necessary paper work) and return around 4:00 p.m. 
 

Nancy Beamesderfer 
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A FURTHER THOUGHT – 
 

As a descendant of land-less and relatively poor Remmert/Thielemann immi-

grants, I often ask – “What did I do to be born in the USA?” My only response 

has always been “Nothing”.   I could have been born – not to Alvin and Leona 

in Sealy, Texas – but to parents in Nicaragua (currently about 400 US dollars 

annual income per person), in Syria (ISIS) – perhaps Pakistan (Taliban) or 

West Africa (Ebola).  I have been blessed with freedoms and opportunities 

simply because of when, where and to whom I was born.  Please, let me never 

doubt that simple truth. 

Growing-up in a conservative Lutheran ( LC-MS) congregation in Sealy, I in-

herited certain perceptions about persons of color.  Decades later, we were 

blessed, again, to worship, in Leeds England, with 100 fellow Lutherans born 

in 18 different countries.  Psychological barriers slowly disintegrated as we 

began to accept that our Christian beliefs were deeper than the color of our 

skins – or the languages from our child-hoods. 

In 2015, we live in a world of increasing disparity in the distribution of wealth 

– one divided by the “haves” and the “have-nots”.  Beset by poverty – even 

hunger – some persons are willing to risk everything for a better life for them-

selves – and their families. 

Inserting a multi-faceted question, “Without most immigrants – particularly 

Latinos – who, in Houston, would provide the physical labor to –  

 construct homes, apartment complexes, office and commercial buildings? 

 build and maintain our roadways? 

 “man” our fast-food eateries and many restaurants? 

 maintain our green/flower areas – public, commercial and private? 

 pick-up our garbage? 

or – to provide a possible market for our aging homes and vehicles?” 

For many persons, immigration may conjure-up negative thoughts.   Some of 

those are addressed by Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS) in a 

2–page paper entitled STAND for WELCOME, IMMIGRATION MYTHS 

and FACTS.  Copies are available in the Nar thex.  Please take one to read 

and share.  Hopefully, you will find it informative – and possibly eye-opening. 
 

Calvin (Feb 2015) 
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Holy Cross members celebrating birthdays this month: 

01  Chuck McWilliams 

08  Louise McDonnold 

      Sharon Wagner 

15  Sharon Wagner 

22 Bruce & Charlotte Jaster 

      Betty Mooney 

17   Lynn Reinhardt 

18   Verlene Furley 

21   Roy Krebs 

22   Bettye Raschke 

       Leopoldo Salazar 

23   Caroline Irvin 

       Patric Anthony 

24   Mitchell Kilkenny 

25   Charlotte Jaster 

       Robert Manning III 

28   Sharon Wagner 

29   Alejandra Rauda 

31   Samuel Escamilla 

       James de Leon 

01   Marie Drosche 

02   Eduardo Araiza 

04   Peter Yoder 

05   Esney Caicedo 

       Nancy Mendel 

       Marta Arroyave 

10   Roberto Perez 

13   Betty Dodson   

       John Wenger 

       Wendy Navarro 

14   Luke Appling 

       Amy Schomburg 

       Lilian Benitez 

       Antonio Candelario 

15   Scott Schomburg                                
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AN INVITATION TO ALL WOMEN  

AT HCLC 
 

YOU are cordially invited to try, meet with, join or just ask about, our two 

Women's Bible Study Circles.  They are both filled with loving, caring 

women who would love to have you join them.  You don't have to partici-

pate to any greater degree than you are comfortable with.  So, if you don't 

want to lead a study, or comment or do anything other than enjoy the fel-

lowship and food - please come!  If you want to lead a study, suggest 

changes, anything - please come!   
 

Both Circles, Ruth and Deborah, meet at Holy Cross in the Annex/Guild 

Hall.   
 

 Deborah meets on the 2nd Wednesday of each month (except during the 

summer) beginning at 9:30 a.m.   
 

 Ruth meets on the 2nd Thursday beginning at 1:00 p.m.   
 

If you have questions, Marge Carroll is the leader for the Ruth Circle and 

Sandra Williams is the new leader for the Deborah Circle.   
 

Please try us out!  Please come!   

WELCA Board 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 
 

By the time this “goes to press,” Lent will have started, with Ash Wednes-

day falling on February 18!  Can this be???  We just finished Christmas! 
  
 

But yes.  For this next forty days we will emulate the forty days Jesus spent 

in the wilderness prior to his crucifixion.  It is our time to focus on self ex-

amination, penance, and prayer.  Our time to draw even closer to Christ.  
  

Can Stephen Ministry be of help?  Can we walk with you through your own 

time in the wilderness? 
 

We're here.  Just call. 
 

God bless,  

Marge Carroll  

Stephen Ministries Coordinator 
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EARLY LEARNING CENTER  50TH ANNIVERSARY 

Please join us on Friday, March 6th as we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the 

Early Learning Center at our annual Fund Raiser!  The event will be held in the 

gym and will begin with dinner at 5 p.m. followed by a silent auction.  Many of 

the town’s businesses have donated wonderful packages.  At 7 p.m. Carter Black-

burn will do a Magic Show for the families.  We are having a “50’s” theme com-

plete with a dance floor.  We would love to see you there!   

Here are the details you need to know: 

1. Cost to enter the event is $6, children under 2 are free. 

2. Dinner will be catered by James Coney Island (to compliment the “50’s” 

theme) with the following choices: Hot dog meal ($5), Hamburger meal ($7), 

Cheeseburger meal ($8), Frito pie ($6), extra hot dog ($2).  Reservations must 

be made by calling one of these ladies not later than MARCH 1ST with your 

food order. 

A.  Stacy Macia – 832-668-5745 

B.  Katie Kuykendall – 713-894-1134 

C.  Leah Perossa – 979-571-7071 

To go along with the theme, 50’s attire is suggested but not required.  There will 

be raffle tickets for area merchants and many other opportunities for prizes.  You 

do not need to be present to win, and all proceeds benefit the Early Learning Cen-

ter – checks or cash accepted. 

Two of our long-time teachers will be honored at this event, Marilyn Thigpen and 

Sharon Wagner, so you won’t want to miss it! 

We are ever grateful for our partnership with Holy Cross.  Remember that YOU 

ALL as a church, with your support, are making it possible for 68 children      

consisting of 58 families to be able to hear the gospel EVERY WEEK; that is 

awesome! 

Cathy Bankhead, Director 
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DATE 
 

1st READING 

 

PSALM 
 

2nd READING 
 

GOSPEL 

 

03/01/2015 
Genesis 

17:1-7, 15-16 

 

22:23-31 
Romans 

4:13-25 

Mark 

8:31-38 

 

03/08/2015 
Exodus 

20:1-17 

 

19 
1 Corinthians 

1:18-25 

John 

2:13-22 

 

03/15/2015 
Numbers 

21:4-9 

107:1-3, 

17-22 

Ephesians 

2:1-10 

John 

3:14-21 

 

03/22/2015 
Jeremiah 

31:31-34 

 

51:1-12 
Hebrews 

5:5-10 

John 

12:20-33 

 

03/29/2015 
Insert & 

Processional 

hymn 

 

31:9-16 
Philippians 

2:5-11 

Mark 

15:1-39 

 READINGS, PSALMS & GOSPEL 

 MARCH 2015 

 

OVERNIGHT BUS TRIP TO DALLAS 
 

If you would be interested in taking an over night bus trip to Dallas to visit 

the library of George W. Bush (#43) in April, please contact Madelyn Price 

(713- 462-3682).  This trip will be open to all members of the congregation 

as the trip will be made by chartered bus. The  trip cannot be scheduled   

unless there are at least 35 people who want to go. 
Nancy Beamesderfer 
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R E M E M B E R  I N  P R A Y E R  

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE                            

JANUARY 2015 
 

English Services  :  97 

Spanish Services  :  95 
 

The homebound, disabled,  

long-term ill,  

and prolonged recovering.  

Ed Cooper 

Ora Dell Dittmar 

Betty Dodson 

Doris A. Drosche 

Nancy Mendel 

Doris Pannell 

Doris Polker 

Elsie Schulze 

Sue Vogt 

Roselain Larson 

PRAYER CHAIN 
 

If you are not receiving HCLC Prayer        

Request emails and would like to,           

please contact Renee Allcorn at                 

allcornr@swbell.net 
   

or (713) 254-8638   
Note that Prayer Request emails are                      

sent out daily, so if you are on the                          

email list and did not receive any email, 

please contact Renee. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
  

If you have any questions call  

Wayne Schaper, Sr. at (713) 465-5206.  
 

JANUARY 2015 
    

  Receipts      $ 32,402.00        

                  Expenses        37,558.33 

                  Balance    < $   5,156.33> 
 

Operational receipts                                                         

  year to date received   ………..    $ 32,402.00          

Expenditures year to date  …….       37,558.33 

Balance                                    < $   5,156.33> 

You  may sign up for Altar Flowers                     

in the Narthex.  

Suggested donation is $45.00  

and $10.00 for a rose. 

CHURCH OFFICE 

HOURS 
 

Monday—Thursday 

8:30 am—4:30 pm 
 

Friday 

8:30 am—2:30 pm 

HOLY CROSS 

Lutheran Church  
  

E-MAIL address:  
 

hclc@holycross.us 

Bill Alexander   

Pat Bethea 

Randy Burns 

Ronald Burns 

Ed Cooper 

Christine Kuehl  

Robert Kuehl 

David Magrill 

Marty Nebeling 

Jeri O’Neill 

Jane Powers 

Penny Ramírez 

Bill Rogge 

Walter Ruthstrom 
 

mailto:allcornr@swbell.net
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“Holy Cross Lutheran Church is a community of Christians  

gathered by God’s grace and reaching out through God’s love.” 

TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS 

100 
 

101 

Church Office  
Sussy Terry  
Office Manager & Events Coordinator 

103 Rev. Jim Berggren Senior Pastor 

104 Rev. Jhon J. Arroyave Hispanic Pastor 

105 Karen Davidson Associate In Ministry 

107 Financial Office 

108 Stephen Ministry Office 

109 Family Life Center 

110 Nursery 

111 Volunteer Office 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church  
in Spring Branch 
 

A Congregation of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 
 

7901 Westview Dr.  
Houston, Texas 77055  
 

Tel. (713) 686-8253     
Fax (713) 686-9095 
 

E-mail:    hclc@holycross.us 
 

Website:  www.holycross.us 

 

 

YOUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

† Rev. Jim Berggren  —  Senior Pastor 
 Email :  jlberggren@holycross.us 
 

† Rev. Jhon Jairo Arroyave — Hispanic Pastor 
  Email :  jhonyave@holycross.us 
  

† Karen Davidson — Associate In Ministry
 Email : aimked@gmail.com 

 

† Sussy Terry — Office Manager  
 Email : hclc@holycross.us 
 

WORSHIP MUSICIANS 
 

Cathy Elijah                   Music Director / Organist 

Jo Ann Meeker                                    Pianist 

Ann Crick                                     Pianist 
 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER  
 

ELC (713) 461-5535 
 

OFFICERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

Wendy Lambeth                                   President 

Warren Schick                                  Vice President 

Marilyn Flick      Secretary   

Wayne Schaper, Sr.                                 Treasurer 

SATURDAY INFORMAL SERVICE 
 

6:00 p.m. — Atrium 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

English Service :  9:30 a.m. 

Sunday School :  11:00 - 11:45 a.m. 
 

Spanish Service:  11:00 a.m. 

Estudio Bíblico y Escuela Dominical 

12:00 noon 


